Sample Letter of Support for H. 4206 in Massachusetts
AN ACT REGULATING CHALLENGE COURSES AND CLIMBING WALL FACILITIES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Please send individual letters of support by fax or mail to your State Senator and State Representative and cc Governor Patrick’s office.  We encourage you to personalize this letter as much as you would like before sending.

 
Identify your State Senator and Representative online by visiting http://www.mass.gov/legis/citytown.htm
Contact the Governor’s office via fax, mail, or send via the internet at 

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=gov3utilities&sid=Agov3&U=Agov3_contact_us


(Date)

The Honorable ___________

State Capitol, Room ____

Boston, MA 02133

Re: Support for H.4206

Dear Senator/Represenative _____________:

As a voter in your district, I am asking you to support H.4206, an act regulating Challenge Courses and Climbing Wall facilities by the Department of Public Safety.

____________operates a Challenge Course in your district. Challenge Course programs have operated in Massachusetts since the early 1970s, and were popularized as a highly effective educational tool where participants learn powerful lessons through physical experience. Over the years, many thousands of youth and adults in this state and around the world have benefited from Challenge Course experiences. 

There are several hundred school and community based Challenge Course programs throughout Massachusetts.  Most follow The Association for Challenge Course Technology (ACCT) guidelines and, as a result, participant safety is high. ____________is (served or a member) of/by the Association for Challenge Course Technology and practices and advocates the standards developed by ACCT that are recognized worldwide and have been very effective in supporting the safe operation of programs in Massachusetts and elsewhere for over 13 years.
____________ is in full support of this new legislation as we feel the successful safety practices of the challenge Course industry are threatened by the current regulations that are modeled after Amusement Device regulations.

The H.4206 legislation will address the following issues and concerns that exist under the current legislation and regulations:

· Regulate Challenge Courses in an appropriate way, not as an amusement device

· Provide for a specialized advisory board which can set up appropriate screening for challenge course inspectors 

· Classify Challenge Courses as educational/recreational devices for insurance purposes, at a lower cost than amusement classifications

· Ensure that organizations which already do CORI checks for staff do not have to do them a second time

I encourage you to expedite this legislation, and support the continued use of Challenge Courses in Massachusetts as tools for education, health and wellness.

(your legal name)

(any organizational affiliations you wish to include)

(your address)

